


reappraisal of the design — to start over,
essentially. Until this abrupt reversal, the
opponents’ prospects  had  appeared
increasingly bleak. Though legal and other
challenges had prolonged the approval
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last time Congress saw fit to alter this space.
Surely the most ardent memorialist will allow
that adding anything new is a thing to be
considered carefully at the least.

he rationale for placing the memorial

in this space is that the war was the

central human and political event of

the twentieth century; that America’s
role in it was decisive; that the sacrifices
made by soldiers and civilians are
incalculable; and that the rewards of their
supreme effort are invaluable.

This argument has some immediate
appeal. The war irrevocably altered
America’s position in world politics, and it
has left its mark, indelibly, on our history
since. It was the truly “defining” event for a
generation of Americans — and, indeed, for
their children (though these children are only
now coming to see it). Almost overnight, the
war upended Americans’ understanding of
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Mall,” Congress inevitably decides that the
bloody thing is clutter and has got to be
moved.

Of course, a Congress that only
responds to public pressure, rather than
representing public interests, will not alter its
course in the absence of such pressure.
Which is why the public deserves to know
what its “representatives” have given it — for
the record if nothing else at this point. And
one can always hope. A public informed, and
thereby inflamed, can accomplish many
things.

Mr. Hanks has a reputation — well-
deserved, apparently — as a respectable and
decent man. And lending his notoriety to the
memorial effort is an entirely respectable and
decent thing to do. It will be some years
before many will recognize the degree to
which we are, as a people, indebted to him
and to others who are working to ensure that
the current generation of young citizens will
view the war as recent, not distant, history —
as a thing accomplished by persons like
themselves. But these good people’s energies
would be far better spent in the promotion of
a memorial which offers the greatest dignity
to veterans and does the least violence to the
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