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sponsor calls the “sacred precinct” – which contains a sloped plane (wall of upheaval) and an 
eternal flame.   Positioned in front of the niche is a large stone “cenotaph” in the shape of a 
coffin.   Two waterfalls flank the niche and two more are set into the walls below the triumphal 
arches.  

 
Whereas Congress and ABMC laid out a memorial program that centered on the 

commemoration of veterans and others who served, St. Florian interprets a triumphalist and 
institutional vision of military pedigree.  Cont
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Memorials that commemorate the victories of World War II also embrace this notion of 
the heroic everyman -- the Iwo Jima Memorial from 1958;  also the FDR Memorial, completed 
in 1998, which tells the story of the war years in a room with broken walls and waterfall presided 
over by President Roosevelt and his dog Falla.  The sentiment expressed about war is provided in 
Roosevelt’s words inscribed above the waterfall, “I Have Seen War” and “I Hate War”, a 
dramatic contrast to the triumphalism that is
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conservative vocabulary of the earliest WWI types.  This is a key to the failure of the WWII 
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adverse in that it would introduce curb cuts that would interrupt the streetscape along the south side of Constitution 
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